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EDITORIAL
The Way Forward
By the time you start readins this Editorial, you will have noticed the
Hong Kong Practitioner is different. This is the direct result of the comments
which you gave us last year. (A summary of your responses is listed on Page
138). The readership profile reveals that our readers have more varied clinical
background than we thousht. As for the open-ended questions, the most
common responses were to make HK Pract relevant to the needs of everyday
busy general practitioners. Most readers wanted more clinical update articles
to help them keep up to date with the latest clinical advances, while many
also wanted to see more general practice research papers.
In view of your comments, the Editorial Board has recently decided to
adopt the mission of the HK Pract as follows: "To promote the development
of quality general practice/family medicine in Hong Kong and the region."
We hope, by having a clear mission, we will be able to constantly remind
ourselves of our major objectives in order to serve you better.
In this issue of the HK Pract, you will find new features like Radiological
Conference, Minor Surgery, Clinical Challenge, Clinical Quiz and Current
Therapeutics. We hope to make these features a regular part of your Journal.
These additions are a direct response to the wish of most readers to have
more clinical articles. We are also making the Clinical Quiz an open competition
for our readers and a prize will be provided each month. You are all invited
to participate and you may win a prize.
The better printing is an essential part of this improvement exercise as it
makes the printing of quality x-rays and coloured clinical pictures possible.
The use of A4 paper will allow us greaterflexibility with the layouts of articles.
Although the specialty of general practice/family medicine has not yet
reached its full potential in Hong Kong, it is undoubtedly better developed
than many countries in other parts of the world and in particular better than
many countries in our region. We will therefore start having Chinese translation
of the summaries of some of our papers which we hope will help promote
quality general practice/family medicine in our region. These translations may
also be of benefit to some of our local readers who may then become better
familiarized with the Chinese terms which we often have to use in our daily
practice.
I would like to once again appeal to our general practitioner colleagues
for their support. We would like to see more papers by general practitioners
in the HK Pract which is a journal for general practitioners. The Editorial Board
and I are happy to offer any help we can to our fellow general practitioners
who may be interested in having their articles published in the HK Pract.
Finally, I must emphasize that the Editorial Board and I aim to continue to
improve the HK Pract. This is going to be a continuing process. Please make
the HK Pract your journal by letting us know your suggestions. •
Printed & Designed By
Printhouse Production Center
Hong Kong
Lam Tai Pong
Editor
RESULTS OF READERS' SURVEY
The survey was conducted during October and November 1995. One hundred and fifty completed questionnaires were
returned.
The main findings are as follows:-
a. Mean age
b. Male: Female
c. Mean years of clinical practice
d. Private: Public
46 years
4 : 1
20.94 years
7 : 3
Reading Time: up to 15 minutes
16-30 minutes
31-45 minutes
46 - 60 minutes
over 60 minutes
Type of practice
General Practice
General Medicine
General Surgery
Obstetrics
Gynaecology
Paediatrics
ENT
Orthopaedics
Psychiatry
A & E
Ophthalmology
Dermatology
Missing
Overall contents
Very positive
Positive
Neutral
Negative
Very Negative
Usefulness as CME
Very useful
Useful
Of little use
No useful
Mean scores of "What do you like about the Journal?"
Editorials
Original articles
Update articles
Discussion paper
14.7
34.7
22.0
16.7
12.0
59.3
9.3
3.3
3.3
3.3
2.7
0.7
2.7
4.7
0.7
0.7
6.7
2.7
12.0
65.3
15.3
3.3
0.7
19.3
68.7
8.0
0.7
2.41
2.20
1.89
2.22
(1 = Strongly agree, 2 = Agree, 3 = Neutral, 4 = Disagree, 5 = Strongly disagree )
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